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KWIC 

Another embodiment of the invention is 
shown in FIG. 7 which shows a portion 
of a stent 61 having struts 62 spaced apart 
longitudinally of the axis of the 
stent and adjoining longitudinally extending 
circumf erentially spaced apart 
ribs 63. The struts 62 rather than being of 
all of the same length as in the 
previous embodiments hereinbefore described 
have differing lengths. Thus as 
shown in FIG. 7, the strut 62 immediately 
adjacent the left end of the stent 61 
as shown in FIG. 7 is longer than the other 
struts. This makes it possible 
when the stent 61 is expanded as shown in 
FIG. 8 to have one end, the end 
adjacent the longer strut 62 to be flared 
outwardly as shown and to taper 
inwardly gradually to a smaller diameter. 
This flaring on one end may be 
desirable in certain applications in which 
it is desirable that the stent more 
securely grasp the vessel, as for example a 
carotid artery, in which it is 
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disposed to prevent longitudinal movement of 
the stent after the stent has been 
deployed. This additional expansion at one 
end can be readily achieved merely 
by expansion of the balloon used for 
expanding the stent. Similarly, if it is 
desired to have flared ends at both ends of 
the stent as shown in FIG. 9, this 
can be readily accommodated by providing a 
stent 71 having struts 72 spaced 
apart longitudinally of the axis and between 
longitudinally extending 

circumf erentially spaced apart ribs 73 as 

shown in FIG. 9. To accomplish this 

it is merely necessary to provide struts 72 

at opposite ends having greater 

lengths than the struts therebetween to 

achieve flanged portions at both ends 

of the stent to aid in again assuring that 

the stent will firmly grasp the 

walls of the vessel in which it is placed 

and will be retained in that 

location. Such a stent can also be deployed 

in a conventional manner by the 

use of a balloon or by providing a 

self-expanding stent. 
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